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Beyond the Computers
This is an age when great stress fa laid on effi 

ciency.
Look at the ads hi the papers, and you will find 

employment situations that require technicians, pro 
grammers and disciplines of sophisticated minds that 
are required for the age of automation and computeri 
zation. Scientists, economists, and politicians are bund 
ing careen hi working out and applying new theories 
of managing the economy, the money or practically 
anything you care to name. There is a basic distrust of 
natural forces.

And yet, paradoxically, every » hem you turn in 
nature, TOO find a finely balanced mechanism at work 
with an efficiency that man can never hope to equal

Is there anything that can equal the automatic 
ebb and flow of supply and demand in a free market? 
Millions of hmlmsiiiiHii, farmers, manufacturers, fin 
anciers, and industrialists of aH kinds make decisions 
each day in accordance with the needs and demands 
of the marketplace. No machine can make them de 
cisions and no planner can ever hope to program them 
in a computer.

The American retail distribution system is an ex 
cellent example of how our wants are satisfied in the 
free market Retail merchants in every line, regard 
less of whether they represent chain or independent 

' cutlts, respond with a sensitiveness to changing mar- 
; kets and consumer desires that leaves the planner with 

Us slide rule at the starting post
In the inflationary era of today, the free market 

and our mass-distribution system automatically assure 
consumers of the fairest prices possible commensurate 
with the natural laws of supply and demand. No man- 
made automated economic system can do as much.

A Federal Takeover
"The Employment Service Act of 1967" would 

expand the functions of the United States Employment 
Service and give tt additional control over state-oper 
ated employment agencies.

The act -would establish a federal-state employ 
ment service which would also create an expanded 
employment and manpower program to be administered 
hi accordance with standards approved by the Secre 
tary of Labor.

It is important that the public employment serv 
ices remain within the jurisdiction of the states. Vol 
untary cooperation between the states and the federal 
government in the operation of the employment serv 
ice is justifiable if the degree of initiative is retained 
by the states.

This proposed expansion would give the federal 
government increased authority over employment and 
job classification requirements within individual states, 
and in some cases make it difficult for independent 
business to recruit and retain competent personnel.

I Opinions of Others \
We are living in a highly unionixed era, so it 

should be no surprise that someone should come up 
with the idea of unionizing public aid. Believe it or 
not such a move is under way to form a Public Aid 
Union, to guarantee a higher standard of living for 
recipients, and the dignity due them from a socialistic 
government It is true a socialistic government does 
owe relief recipients dignity from the fruits of the 
laborer's wages, but at the time being we still have 
the republic form of government and are not com 
pletely socialistic, therefore we owe no respect where 
respect is not due; we owe nothing to those who are 
unwilling to do for themselves. Gillrtpte (III.) Area 
Neva.

+, -tr -ft
If you talk a tot, you are bound to say something 

wise occasionally  but if you talk too much, chances 
are nobody will be listening. James //. Russell in the 
Briton (Tex.) Journal.  /,

«> * *
  Any man who thinks he is going to be happy and 

prosperous by letting the government take care of him 
should take a close look at the American Indian.  
Alamo (Tex.) Newt.

GUIDING UGHT

Alongside a Real American AFFAIRS OF STATE

Special Taxing Districts 
Growing at Painful Pace

HERB CAEN SAYS:

By HENRY C. MaeAKTHUK
CapMri Nwn twvlM

SACRAMENTO   High 
taxes are   common subject 
for discussion these dsys, 
snd one of the reasons there 
are high taxes st the local 
level stems from the general 
growth of the special dis 
count method of govern 
ment.

This growth is little short 
of fantastic, according to a 
report made by State Con 
troller Houston I. Flournoy, 
who is required to produce 
annual figures on financial 
transactions that concerns 
special districts of Califor 
nia.

His report, just out for the 
year 196546, shows the 
growth is at the rate of 
more than 100 per year. 
There were, at the time his 
report was closed, a total of 
3,628 special districts in op 
eration, which was 104 more 
than the previous fiscal year.

This means that if they 
were averaged out, there 
would be more than 63 spe 
cial districts in each of Cali 
fornia's counties, but of 
course, there are more in 
some counties and less in 
others.

The magnitude of their 
operations is reflected in the 
fiscal transactions recorded 
with the controller.

Revenues received from 
all sources amounted to 
$752,168,980 and expendi 
tures totaled $892,737,117.

"The controller's office," 
said Flournoy, "published 
its first annual report on 
special districts in 1951, cov 
ering 1,797. ID this year's 
report, 16 years later, the 
number had grown until it 
has more than doubled. 

 fr * « 
'The growth of taxing

Sacramento
Jurisdictions in California 
has been critidled strongly. 
but attempts to curb this 
growth have not been suc 
cessful, at least if the one 
hundred districts per year 
increase is any indication," 
the controller said.

Government by special 
districts is a relatively easy 
method of obtaining services 
which in many instances 
could be performed by pri 
vate enterprise.

In the case of water sup 
plies, special districts have 
been formed in various parts 
of the state to buy out pri 
vate water companies.

Recreation districts have 
been formed to take over 
the operation of marinas,

snd for other purposes M 
well.

There are 4» classifica 
tions for which special dis 
tricts can be formed, the 
outstanding category being 
water problems, which ac 
counts for 632 districts, in 
cluding irrigation districts 
as well as domestic water 
supply.

Fire protection is normal 
ly considered to be a com 
munity enterprise, and spe 
cial districts in this category 
account for a total of 466. 
Highway lighting accounts 
for 385 special districts, aid 
sanitation 287, while there 
are 148 cemetery districts.

Growth of this type of gov- 
eriment reflects the growth 
of demand by certain seg 
ments of the population for 
government services.

The question is bow far 
the people can go in requir 
ing these services, and 
whether or not in many in 
stances, they should be 
performed by the cities and 
counties. If such were the 
case, it follows there would 
be less of a demand for the 
services, as a greater num 
ber of people would be re 
quired to pay for them. The 
special service looks good 
when first proposed, but the 
taxes go on forever.

ROYCE BRIERPhilosopher By the Bay
Discourses on Bad Taste LBJ Avoiding a Showdown
I'm no longer undone never met a Flower Child, be mystified b£ the follow- "

Over Declaration of Warwhen somebody accuses me but he dug the scene all the ing, from the NYTimes: 
of "bad taste." With billions same: "God is Love, I dare

say. But what a mischievous
devil Love is."

being squandered on an in 
sane war while our own peo 
ple live in squalor; while 
education, mental health and 
welfare are being sabotaged 
in the sweet name of "econ 
omy;" as long as this admin 
istration insists on policing 
the world while it can't po 
lice its own streets; when 
the mere possession of pot 
can be a felony and thieves 
walk free   then the whole 
concept of "taste" needs re-

I console myself with the 
words of Macauley: "No man 
who is correctly informed as 
to the past will be disposed 
to take a morose or de 
sponding view of the pres 
ent."

Prof. Frederic Terrien of

San Francisco

This Is the age of distrust: 
Perhaps you have noticed 
that when a city bus driver 
dismounts for a few seconds 
to put a wandering trolley 
back on the wire, he always 
takes his coin-changer with 
him.

*fr * -tr
The guy who raises his 

right hand and says "If this 
isn't true may my mother 
drop dead" is about to tell 
you a lie. Or maybe he just 
hates his mother. The guy 
who says "Stop me if you've 
heard this one" can't be 
stopped, and you have. The 
guy who says "I never ask 
for favors" is about to ask 
for one.

* -fr <r
If you answer a letter, the 

recipient says "Oh you need 
not have bothered;" if you 
don't, he says "What's the 
matter, too big to answer 
your mail?" If you praise 
the police, you're a cop- 
lover; if you knock them, 
you're some kind of pinko. 
If you express interest in 
and sympathies for the hip 
pies, you're a dirty old man 
trying to recapture your 
youth, or capture theirs; if 
you blast the hippies, you're 
narrow-minded, reactionary, 
and jealous. If you vote for 
the lesser of two evils (the 
only choice granted these 
days), you get what you de 
serve; if you don't vote   
ditto.

* -fr -fr 
Samuel Butier (1835-1902)

"Maurice Podell, 72, who re 
tired as a dress manufactur 
er 20 years ago to resume a 
career in sculpture he had 
begun in childhood with 
Jewish rye bread as a 
medium, died in Monmouth, 
N J." Somehow, one longs to 
know more about this. Why 
did he reject pumpernickel? 
Isn't egg twist with sesame 
seeds more plastic? Why did 
he give up the bagel to 
Henry Moore? And so on ... 
However, go beat the Brit 
ish (impossible). The Lon- 

San Francisco State College don papers are reporting an 
on the same subject: "All of anonymous caller who tells 
mythology is based on the housewives he's a phone 
belief that there were giants company engineer "a n d 
on the earth in times past, there is a fault on the line  
Significantly, the great please take your telephone 
deeds of mythology never at once and drop it into a 
took place last year or a bucket of water!" (At least 
generation ago or within the a dozen of those pliable Eng- 
memory of living man. In- lish ladies have done so.) 
variably, and by definition, With typical flair, the Lon- 
they occurred so long ago don papers are headlining 
that nothing remains of this character as "Jack the 
them but the story."

All in all, I think I have 
to go along with Louis Arm 
strong: "Them new cats

The story buzzing around Washington and doubtless sole legal and moral support 
Washington is that Presi- Mr. Rusk ae to why the Prea- for waging war hi Vietnam, 

ident does not ask for a de- that it has a "commitment" 
daration suffers on another to support South Vietnam, 
score, to wit: who or what But tins commitment ao- 
wouM be the target of a con 
gressional declaration?

The Viet Cong is not a 
sovereign, and a sovereign, 
while it can wage war 
against non-sovereign com 
binations, cannot declare 
war against them. The

Dipper."
At 5:30 the other evening, 

a businessman came dashing 
out of an office building on 
Market stared askance at

Yowzuh, yow- the mob clinging to the 
Powell cable car, and hol-

^ ^ lered: "Awright, all tourists 
off! This car is for working 
people only!" And danged if 
three Camera-Crested Seer 
suckers didn't step down to 
wait for the next car.

around now, they ain't prov-
in' nothin'.'
zuh.

While it is hard to say 
that one can be amused by 
an obituary, one can at least

My Neighbors

dent Johnson doesn't ask 
the Congress to declare war 
in Vietnam because the 
United States declares wars 
to win.

This premise ia followed 
by a most pious conclusion: 
that the United States is not 
engaged in military action 
in Vietnam to "win" a war, 
but to stop an intervention.

Secretary of State Rusk 
has many times proclaimed 
this thesis, and he has desig 
nated the intervenor as the 
North Vietnam government 
Let this intervention cease, 
he says, and the United 
States will cease its military 
action and a peace can be 
negotiated.

In this smooth and reiter 
ative reasoning- is buried a 
good deal of sophistry. For 
instance, it does not take 
into account the Viet Cong, 
which is an insurrection 
against the Saigon govern 
ment. It does not take ac 
count of the probability that 
should North Vietnam cease 
to support the Viet Cong, 
the latter could continue the 
insurrection, if on a reduced 
scale.

•fci *r -fr
But the reasoning of

World Affairs
United States never de 
clared war on the South in 
the Civil War because Presi 
dent Lincoln did not recog 
nise the Confederate States 
as a sovereign. "Combina 
tions" was his own word for 
the rebellion.

North Vietnam, of coarse, 
is a sovereign, but North 
Vietnam has not committed 
acts of war against the 
United States, except that 
the United States fa] support 
ing South Vietnam. But 
North Vietnam has not de 
clared war against the 
United States and its acts of 
war, if any, are committed 
against South Vietnam, 

 fti <r -fir
Certainly the Johnson Ad- which made

called was made originally 
by President Elsenhower in 
1954, and it was not   com 
mitment to wage war, but to 
give advisory aid to the then 
government in -Saigon.

Yet even the premise of 
aH this reasoning is invalid. 
The United States has not 
always declared war to 
"win." It did not do so in 
the War of 1812, nor in the 
Mexican war in 1846. The 
declared war against Ger 
many was not "won." but 
was ended by an armistice, 
in which (he United State* 
was only "associated" wiBi 
the Western attec by Presi 
dent Wilson's definition.

For the true reason why 
Mr. Johnson does not ask 
for a declaration, check the 
War of 1812. The northeast, 
which had the balk of the 
population, opposed it The 
southeast and sparsely set 
tled west supported it The 
vote in the House of Repre 
sentatives for a declaration 
against England was 79 for, 
48 against, a fat minority 

st our moat
ministration contends as its

FROM THE MAILBOX            *.J<3 *U-&m

Inhumanity' Charged by 
Union Committee Leader

fumbling
Naturally, Mr. 

doaant wish to repeat such 
a showdown, or anything ap 
proaching it Then wfty 
doesn't he say so?

Editor, Press-Herald
As a union committeeman 

working in Lawndale, I had 
occasion to present a re-

cost the company money due fJuf Foreign Aid
to the fact that it allowed __
its perwnnel to *11 and so- **£>£~*?*L
licit the tickets All the
ladies asked for was a col-

it there " ,
ary Post No. 1622 of the 
Lomita VFW.

lucing 
contract.

_^ * »u 4 4k This contract and indeed 
The request was that the 0)e p]ant itgel, may not  , ,

company allow the ladies to existed were it not for the
After all these years, Congress has come up with have a barrel placed near men with him this "manage- 

  new idea. Session after session, there have been all the tront for **« collection
kind of plans to help make us voters rich. But now, 
Wright Patman of the House Banking Committee, sug 
gests a plan to keep us from going broke.

of new and used blankets
ment" does not now want to 
get "involved." Thesi men 
"got involved" for this free-

to back and seat pads for
For the moment, he wants to crack down on those

.... .. ., as a veteran and a citi-
Vet^ran'slrHr^tius*The^ ien cannot undersUnd now

ubiquitous charge cards furnished by your friendly quest'also asked that the u^r^Arm^ntm^uf
banker. The venerable Texas congressman is afraid the .company run a noticei In the ]y gupported by Uxeg from
cards will make It too easy to charge things. He wants SSSL*"*" the Americ'n ^^ c*n 
*« n_«<^ ... tMun «<,M>IUO. lonnauon. ,jjow ltg management per- to protect us from ourselves. ne company's answer to ,onnei to take this inhumane 

It will never work. We are willing to accept almost this request was, "No, we attitude toward our disabled 
any kind of protection against rats, foreigners, floods, do not want to get in- veterans who are still pay- 
plagues. Communists, or droughts. But every American  lved " Yet> ^ *?**?**} 
wants to be able to go to hell in his own handbasket, ^S^umeS^uw^ the 
even if he has to charge it. #mi t<tr the purpose of aell-

' A\ m« 11   f tt in8 Mcket> to an Angel's 
Abe MelUnkoff baseball game. This actually

It becomes increasingly 
evident that persons who die 
of natural causes while be 
hind the wheel of a vehicle

The'time to ripe for an all- constitute a major highway 
out demand to Congress by hazard. We must find new 
the people to drastically cut and better ways «f prediet- 
foreign aid. Of an govern- tag heart problems.   Ger- 
ment spending, foreign aid don C. Luce, state transpor 

tation agency administrator. 
 fr it -ft-

I am still hopeful that we 
can find a way to eventsud- 
ly remedy the situation. 9ft 
SB530 is not the way. Oar- 
best experts tell us that 
this will cost the state la 
the forseeable future around 
8800 million. That kind of 
money is not available.   
Gov. Ronald Reagan, on ve 
toing bill permitting

is the
June 30, 1967, unexpended 
foreign aid funds irom prior 
years stood at $16 union.

ing for our freedom.
LARRY FAYARD, 
Committeeman, 
UAW Loc*l 1130, 
AFL-CIO

ing for some $10 billion In 
new foreign aid appropria-

The $15 billion foreign aid 
overhang is already appro 
priated and could be re- 
obligated, n could be used 
to finance a drastically cut 
foreign aid program. The 
remainder could be used to 
support the wsr effort « » w 
These measures would re- If we ever need to pay 
duce the expected federal bonuses to recruit teachers, 
deficit by $15 billion; the let's pay it to the ones Who 
impending war surtax would ase yet to come here apt 
be unnecessary. the ones already recruited.

These suggested measures  California School Boaards 
would have an electric ef- Association, in opposing bill 
feet on our economy. for out-of-state retirement 

C.C. MOSELEY for teaching.


